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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Junior League of Chicago Announces New President, Ruth Gallagher
Nelson

CHICAGO – August 22, 2016 – The Board of Directors of the Junior League of
Chicago (JLC) has named Ruth Gallagher Nelson as its next President, effective
June 1, 2016. Gallagher Nelson has been in leadership roles with the JLC since
joining in 1989, holding positions such as Interim Director, Current Issues
Director, Community Vice President, and Sustainer Vice President. She
received the Starburst Award in 2001 and the Outstanding Sustainer Award in
2015.
"We look forward to Ruth's leadership in her two year term as JLC President,"
said Mary Ann Lillie, JLC Operations Director. "Her professional and volunteer
experience with organizations throughout the city will be invaluable to the
League as it embarks on its second century serving the women and children
of Chicagoland. "
Gallagher Nelson succeeds Ann Brinkman Carstensen, who has been the
President of the JLC since 2014.

During her tenure as JLC President, Ruth will chair the Board of Directors and
Executive Committee and serve as the League’s Chief Executive Officer. The
new position strengthens Gallagher Nelson’s existing commitment to the
Chicagoland community, where she has been a resident for the past 27 years.
Gallagher Nelson grew up in Omaha, Nebraska and received a bachelor’s
degree in sociology from the University of Iowa. She also holds a certificate in
strategic leadership from Loyola University of Chicago.
Gallagher Nelson’s professional experience spans the nonprofit sector over
her longstanding career. Before becoming an independent strategy and
operations consultant, Gallagher Nelson served as Coordinator of Extension
for Alpha Phi International Fraternity, Marketing Coordinator for Feeding
America, and Associate Director of SmithBucklin. She speaks regularly on
board development, leadership, and project management.
Currently, Gallagher Nelson volunteers in various capacities for Alpha Phi
International Fraternity including recently serving as chair of the International
Nominating Committee, the National Panhellenic Conference as a second
alternate delegate for Alpha Phi, North Lawndale College Prep as a senior
project mentor, and as a member of many Chicagoland organizations such as
the Chicago Architecture Foundation and Chicago Ideas Week.
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About the Junior League of Chicago
Junior League of Chicago, Inc. (JLC) is a metropolitan organization of women
committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women and
improving the community through effective action and leadership of trained
volunteers. Since 1912, JLC has been building a better Chicago by training our
members to be leaders and by providing valuable volunteer service hours and
critical funding to area nonprofits. This year, more than 1,500 JLC members

will contribute more than 50,000 hours of volunteer service annually for
Chicago area projects that focus on at- risk families, especially women and
children. The JLC reaches out to women of all races, religions and national
origins who demonstrate an interest in and a commitment to volunteerism.
For more information about the Junior League of Chicago, visit
www.jlchicago.org. Connect with the JLC on social media anytime on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @JuniorLeagueChi.
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